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THE MINTMASTER'S QUILL: An Editor's Prerogative 


My Friends: 


Reciprocity. Is it a big word? No, it is only the noun form of to reciprocate. 
What does its mean? Mutual dependence, cooperation, or exchange between persons, 
groups, or states. What does it have to do with coin clubs? A Lot. 


Within the northern California region, there are close to forty active coin 
clubs: some are at far distances from each other, and in some locales there are 
several coin clubs close to each other. 


Within the same region, there are several individuals, including Your Editor, 
who regularly or occasionally visits meetings of, and even actively participate in, 
other coin clubs. The late Lucky Williams was one; Moses Reis, Syd Kass, Dan Shattuc, 
Ron Miller, and Mike Stanley are others. 


Within this same area, a mentality of provincialism within these individual 
coin clubs is prevalent. There is, except for a few, actually little travel and 
attending between coin clubs, at least beyond an immediate area. 


Within northern California area, reciprocity needs to be promoted and urged. 
Those of us who attend our own club meetings should be welcoming the visits of 
those who visit our clubs as well as visiting their coin clubs. 


Within the vast geographical size of our state, it is impossible and certain- 
ly unfair to have everyone to attend everyone else's meetings. However, what is & 
unfair and selfish is for only a few to do so. 


Increase reciprocity. We need more local coin clubs and their members, not 
just selling drawing tickets via the mail or exchanging club periodicals, visiting 
and supporting nearby like coin hobbyists and their groups and in return receiving 
visits from like-minded fellow coin hobbyists of neighboring coin clubs. 


Expand your horizons. Travel. Use car-pools. Enjoy the hobby with others at 
neighboring coin clubs. Welcome those who travel, sometimes at great distances, 


to your coin club's meetings. 


Enjoy your hobby, not just at your home coin club, but at others. Use NCNA's 
Coin Club List, that is what it was intended for. 


It is reciprocity. It is an act of doing what you would like done for you. 
Go, travel, and visit other coin clubs. Warmly welcome those who visit yours. 


Reciprocity--to give and to receive mutually--benefits all. Expand. Enjoy. 


Best Wishes To All. 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings 


February Board of Directors Meeting Review 


Although not well-attended, the past February 20th Meeting was a most 
productive one. Please read on. 


First, Dues Increase 


Effective January 1989 with those new members joining and with those 
renewing as their current memberships come due, the new dues rates 
are per year: 


Club Members, $10.00 
Individual Members, $5.00 


This new rate was adopted to reflect that the old rate was simply a 
ludicrous finanical drain on the Association. This new rate is the 
first-ever dues increase since NCNA was founded in 1961. 


Second, April Board of Directors Meeting 


Will be held at the 16th Annual 1988 Vallejo Coin Show, April 24th, 
Sunday, starting after 2:30pm in the Blue Room of Dan Foley Cultural 
Center, site of the Annual Vallejo Coin Show, Dan Foley Park, 
Tuolumne Street, Vallejo. 


The Board of Directors relocated this quarterly meeting out of San 
Francisco in an attempt to attract far larger attendance and part- 
icipation from both Individual and Club Members. Having this first- 
ever Meeting outside of San Francisco is a deliberate effort to make 
NCNA more receptive and conducive to its members. 


The Vallejo Coin Club invited NCNA to meet at its April 24th Vallejo 
Coin Show, and NCNA under the leadership of President Robert Mish 
readily accepted. The Vallejo group will provide the Room and has 
publicized heavily this Meeting. 


All NCNA Club Members are strongly urged to send a voting Delegate 
to this Meeting. For updated information on this Meeting or the 
VarLejQ Coin, Show, write to: "PO Box “4104, Vallejo, CA, *92590"% 


Third, 1988 Coin Show and Exposition 


Remains scheduled for September 15, 16, 17, and 18, 1988, Thursday 
through Sunday, at the Cathedral Hill Hotel in San Francisco. 


Appointed to various assignments at the February Board Meeting were: 
Bourse, Ron Miller and Ed Sins; Registration, Lillian Hooker; 
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Security, Constance Perham, and Exhibits, Elmer Benson and Ed Sins. 
Other appointments pending. @ 


Last, Future Coin Show and Expositions 


Although no formal vote was taken, the consensus was that NCNA active- 
ly seek to relocate its annual Coin Show and Expositions to another 
site either within San Francisco, the city itself, or elsewhere in 
the Bay Area. This change is planned to first occur with the 1989 

28th Annual Coin Show and Exposition. 


The high costs at the Cathedral Hill Hotel coupled with the need for 
a large Bourse area have compelled this action. It is in no way a 
reflection of the Cathedral Hill Hotel or its service over these 
twenty-five plus years to NCNA. It is anticipated that the new site 
will be announced and confirmed in Fall 1988. 


Coin Show Directory 


Was not included with this Issue. Next Directory should be ready for 
the July Issue of NCNA Heads and Tales. Coin Clubs are urged to write 
to both Your Editor and Coin Show Directory Coordinator Ed Sins at: 
"PO Box 5075, San Jose, CA, 95150". Write as soon as the dates are 
confirmed, even if it is a year or more advance. 
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LAST STRIKINGS: In Memoriam 


Aldo Basso 


Charter Member, author, Past President, and dedicated numismatist 
passed away last January 11, 1988 at the age of 66. Aldo, who help 
found NCNA back in 1961 and served as its President in 1969, was re- 
nowned for his collection and knowledge in Philippines, having 
written the authoritative book, Coins, Medals, and Tokens of the 
Philippines. Aldo, with his wife Naty, relocated in 1970 to the 
Philippines where they lived in Manila and were active in the coin 
hobby and groups there. 


Carl Windon 


Another Charter Member, long-time NCNA activist, and dedicated num- 
ismatist passed away last Fall. NCNA regrets for years that it had 
just learned of this quiet man's passing. Active for years on the 
Board of Directors, Carl was also involved in local coin clubs, and 
for years he was NCNA's Election Coordinator. Your Editor always 
found Carl to be a unassuming man who in his low-key manner served 
the Association, the coin clubs that he belonged to, and our hobby 


for many years. @ 
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POSTED FOR YOUR INFORMATION: Club Notices 


Two Coin Shows Last Sunday in April 


Vallejo and Reno will again have Coin Shows on April 24th: Vallejo's 
16th Annual Vallejo Coin Show and Reno's Fourth Annual Reno Coin Show. 
NCNAers are urged to attend one or the another. 


The Vallejo Coin Show will be 9:00am to 5:00pm at Dan Foley Cultural 
Center, Dan Foley Park, Tuolumne Street, Vallejo. Admission is Free 

to the multi-event full day affair with coin dealers, displays, meet- 
ings, All Gold Coin Drawing, free woods and coin newspapers, speaker, 
Information and Youth Table, and more. Ron Kelichner, avid collector 

of political items, will speak using his own extensive collection, 

one Political Items’. For information, write to: "PO Box 4281, Valier, = 
CA. 4590". 


The Reno Coin Show will be 9:00am to 4:00pm at the Peppermill Hotel 
Casino Convention Center, 2707 South Virginia Street, Reno. Admission 
is Free, and although not much has been reported to Your Editor, this 
one-day event, Reno Coin Club's fourth coin show, will include coin 
dealers, exhibits, and a drawing. Their speaker is Dr. Robert Chandler, 
of the Wells Fargo Bank History Department, who will present a slide 
Calhoun Western Finanical, Paper”. ;For information, write, tos = .1u 

Box 10791, Reno, Nevada, 89510". 


ee Redwood Empire 1987 Club Medal 


Writes that its 1987 Club Medal has just been issued and released; 
this issue commemorates the joint Golden Fifty Anniversary, 1937-1987, 
of the Golden Gate Bridge and China Clipper. This one ounce .999 fine 
Silver medals are $20.00 each postpaid, and the bronze medals are 
$2.00 each postpaid. Mail Orders to: "PO Box 9013, Santa Rosa, CA, 
95405"; please include payment in full. 


San Francisco and Vallejo 


Are issuing medals this year. Vallejo's will be available late in 
April and honors the Franklin Half Dollar, and San Francisco's will 
be issued in September to commemorate the Centennial of the Powell 
Street Cable Car Line. Both are one ounce .999 fine silver. For 
current price and order information, write to: "Mike Stanley, 2107 
SL OLave, Concord, CA,» 94520". 


Fairfield 


Hopes to strike a Club Medal this year to commemorate its Fifteenth 
Anniversary, 1973-1987. For current price and order information, 
@ Wi2eewugs ee reairrseld Coin Club, PO Box 944, Fairfield, CA, 94533". 
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BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club Happenings 


Have been receiving bulletins, newsletters, or news releases from 
these Coin Clubs: 


Fremont Coin Club 

Gateway Coin Club 

Delta Coin Club 

Fresno Numismatic Society 
Napa Valley Coin Club 
Redwood Empire Coin Club 
Sacramento Valley Coin Club 
Livermore Valley Coin Club 
Solano Silver Round Club 
Reno Coin Club 

Alameda Coin Club 

Greater Houston Coin Club 
Cupertino Coin Club 

Diablo Numismatic Society 
San Francisco Coin Club 
Fairfield Coin Club 
Vallejo Numismatic Society 
San Jose Coin Club 


Fremont Coin Club Installed its 1988 Officers at its Annual: In- 
stallation Banquet last January 16th: CARL SYDNER, President; 
ROGER LYLES, First Vice-President; JOHN HOUSTON, Second Vice- 
President; CAL WILSON, Recording Secretary; FRANK WIECZOREK, &B 
Corresponding Secretary; DON EHLERS, Treasurer, and CHRIS SYNDER, 
Junior Vice-President. As this same affair, special uniface 
Silver medals were awarded to: CHRIS SYDNER, BO ATKINSON, CAL 
WILSON, RON MILLER, FAYE McALISTER, FRED WHITAKER, and VINCE 
LACARIERE. FCC's March 8th Meeting heard DAVID LANGE talk on 
'"B. Max Mehl: P. T. Barnum of Numismatics'. The 1988 FFC's 
Annual Coin Show is scheduled for August 7th, Sunday. VINCE 
LACARIERE will be the Bourse Coordinator; the FCC's mailing 
address is: "PO Box 1401, Fremont, CA, 94538". 


Gateway Coin Club Reports that its 1988 Officers are: TOM ANDERSON, 
President; RON LUND, Vice-President; JOEL ANDERSON, Secretary, 
and BILL JONES, Treasurer. February 4th Meeting was 'Treasured 
Item Night': Club members were "invited to participate in our 
Treasured Item Night, by bringing something that is special to 
the meeting to share with the rest of the club. This item can 
be numismatically-connected or anything else the members wants 
to 'show' to their fellow club members and 'tell' a little 
about. Just about everything is allowed, from an English half- 
pence to a California $50.00 slug--or your pet mouse to a photo- 
graph of your favorite elephant . .. ." The new meeting site 
for the GCC beginning in April is: "Ticor Title Insurance, 

525 West 20th Street, Merced". 
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Delta Coin Club Honored long-time DCC activist LORIS ENZMINGER, 


current Treasurer, with an Honorary Life Membership presented 
at the DCC's January 8th Annual Dinner. The February 12th Meet- 
ing heard Dr. KIRBY BROWN with slides and displays talk on his 
recent extensive tour of the Orient, and the March llth Meeting 
heard CARL BORICH speak on ‘The GSA Story'. 


Fresno Numismatic Society New Officers for the FNS are: ANDY 


KOSIERIS, President; BILL FEBRUARY, Vice-President; RUTH PHILLIPS, 
Secretary, and BILL KITTIKO, Treasurer. BILL FEBRUARY, as part 
of the FNS's attempt to support other coin clubs, "will operate 
a sign-up list for those who want to ‘car pool' to coin shows 
around the state". The Fresno Numismatist Editor JOHN PETERS 
writes in his strong Editorial in the January Issue: "Coin shows 
are more than just buying coins. If buying coins was the only 
thing that charged me up, I would not be in the hobby of numis- 
Matics. The acquistion of coins is maybe 35% of why I love the 
hobby. I place a higher value on the friendship of fellow col- 
lectors and dealers. I place a high value on numismatic research 
and preservation of and passing on this information to future 
generations. Where would we be today if prior generations had 
not been caretakers?". Very True Words. 


Napa Valley Coin Club Heard Dr. HOWARD C. LONSDALE at its January 


20th Meeting talk on 'Antique Medical Instruments'. A recognized 
fourth generation physician, he vividly and comically demon- 
strated his extensive collection of instruments fifty to a hun- 
dred years ago on GENE FEIERSTEIN, patient (or victim). The next 
two big events for the NVCC are: its April 22nd Annual Pot-Luck 
Dinner and its May 18th 'Silver Nite’. 


Redwood Empire Coin Club Reelected its Officers: AL KOPFMAN, Presi- 


dent; DON HOMESLY, Vice-President; LOUISE ROSS, Secretary, and 
HELEN ROBERTS, Treasurer. Among RECC members recently giving 
short talks have been: JOE PIA, TONY MOSCHELLA, HORACE MOORE, 
and MIKE BURKE. HELEN ROBERTS, long-time RECC Treasurer, was 
presented a Christmas Gift in token of her many unselfish years 
of work and service to the RECC, 


Sacramento Valley Coin Club Has a succession of fine speakers lately: 


KARL MANTHEI, 'Coin Boards', January 27th; EARL FRASER, ‘Agustin 
Iturbibe', February 24th, and MITCH BLACHET, 'Metal Detactors', 
March 23rd. In ending his two years as President, 'BEN' GAY 
gave appreciation to those who have helped him and the SVCC 
while his was President in the January Issue of the SVCC News- 
Letter with special thanks to JOHN GOMER: "The one person that 
I appreciate more than words can describe is John Gomer. John 
is a truly outstanding individual who has given unselfishly 

of his time and efforts to make the SVCC a bigger, better, and 
more respected institution. He has been my good right arm, most 
of my left, and a good share of one leg. Trust me when I tell 
you folks that if we had an outstanding member award, he would 
be your winner unopposed. Thanks, John, from deep within". 


Gi 
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Livermore Valley Coin Club Had a unique program at its January 12th 


Meeting: using as speakers LVCC dealer-members talking on their 
"Views On The State Of The Coin Market'; they were: ROBERT 

HALLAM, HOWARD KOSANKE, and JACK MARLING. This unique program 

was described as a "real winner" making "for an exciting evening". 


Solano Silver Round Club Heard MIKE STANLEY at its January 14th Meet- 


ing talk on the 'The Trials and Tribulations of a Medals Co- 
Oordinator'. The next meetings of the SSRC will be at the Vallejo 
Coin Show, April 24, 1988, 1:00pm to 3:00pm, in the Green Room 
of Dan Foley Cultural Center, Dan Foley Park, Tuolumne Street, 
Vallejo. This will be an open meeting, and all silver round 
collectors are urge to attend. Drawings and displays will be 
featured. The SSRC second silver round issue, mintage 61, will 
be distributed at this gathering, only five remain unreserved. 


Coin Club Elected its 1988 Officers: AL SHAY, President; RUSTY 


Reno 


KING, Vice-President; PAT YOVELL, Secretary, and ED HOFFMAN, 
Treasurer. RCC Meeting programs emphasize member involvement: 
there is always a regular segment given to 'Getting To Know You' 
and a speaker; recent ones were: RUSTY KING, BERNIE MASTROLANNI, 
NATE YOVELL, and DOUGLAS McDONALD. 


Alameda Coin Club Heard renowned and respected ED FULWIDER at its 


March 8th Meeting. Long-time bulletin Editor for the ACC, 

WILLARD SPIERSCH has stepped down; he, after ten years of ser- 

vice, was recognized and honored in the April Issue: "If you - 
were to look in Webster's Dictionary under the word 'Mainstay', & 
it should list words 'WILLARD SPIERSCH'! We owe Will a great 

debt of gratitude, and on behalf of the Alameda Coin Club, I 

want to extend our Thanks to him for a job well done!". HALLIE 
KOONCE is serving a current Acting Editor. The ACC meets on the 
Second Tuesday at 7:30pm in the Community Room of Citycorp 

Savings, Haight and Webster Streets, Alameda. 


Greater Houston Coin Club Has added NCNA Heads and Tales to its mail- 


ings. In reviewing the recent February Issue of The Double Shift, 
the GHCC's monthly periodical, a report on 'The A. V. Montgomery 
Club Award' was made, reviewing the procedure and criteria for 
the GHCC's highest and most prestigious award. This award is 
intended to honor those who promote the Club and the hobby, and 
its quite detailed as to requirements. Your Editor recommends 
coin clubs write and inquiry about the Award to copy for their 
groups: "GHCC, PO Box 2963, Houston, Texas, 77001". Your Editor 
also caught another provocative thought in The Double Shift; the 
meeting notice added: "Please try to be on time as late arrivals 
are disturbing". How True--How True. 


Cupertino Coin Club Had a special program at its January 8th Meeting, 


‘Collecting On A Budget'. Participating with excellent advise 
were: KEN BARR, NIKC KOCISKO, DAVE CIENIEWICZ, DEAN SODERSTROM, 
and AL LO. DEAN SODERSTROM presented at the February 5th Meeting 
the ANA slide program on Minor United States Coinage. Exhibit 
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winners at CCC's recent February Coin Show were: Best of Show, 
GLENN JACOBS, First Adult, GARY ACQUISTAPACE, Second Adult, AL 
LO, Third Adult, Katherine Ray, First Youth, KELLY CAROLAN, 
Second Youth, TOMMY CAROLAN, and Third Youth, NATHAN MILLER. 


Diablo Numismatic Society Elected its 1988 Officers at its January 


21st Meeting: MIKE STANLEY, President; STAN TURRINI, Vice- 
President; STEWART HICKABY, Secretary, and LEONARD NAHAM, Trea- 
surer. DNS February 18th Meeting was 'Dog-Eat-Dog' having GEORGE 
TYSON, LEONARD NAHAM, and HART FAIRCLOUGH displaying and talking 
on their worst looking coins, the latter claimed the honors of 
the worst coin by having "a defaced souvenir coin he created 

by placing it on the rails of a private railroad which he helped 
a friend to lay". MIKE STANLEY presented at the March 17th Meet- 
ing has 'Trials and Tribulations of a Medals Coordinator'. In- 
formation on the 1988 27th Annual Diablo Coin Show this December 
llth is avaiable by writing to: "2107 Gill Drive, Concord, CA, 
94520"; the new site is the Concord Hilton, 1970 Diamond Blvd. 


San Francisco Coin Club Recent SFCC meetings have had BILL KOONCE, 


February 23rd, 'Coins of Lundy' and MIKE STANLEY, March 22nd, 
"Designing A Medal'. The SFCC and Alameda Coin Clubs announce 
that their Second Annual Greater Bay Area Coin Show is firmly 
set for September llth at the Oakland Airport Hyatt Hotel. It 
is with saddness that SFCC learned that long-time friend and 
worker JOE SOLLEY passed away due to cancer last October 1987. 
His loss will be felt by those that have ever attended a SFCC 
meeting or function. A good man if ever was. 


Fairfield Coin Club Elected at its January 27th Meeting: JOE SIROIS, 


President; STAN TURRINI, Vice-President; JAN HENKE, Secretary, 
and MOSES REIS, Treasurer. This year is the FCC's Fifteen An- 
niversary, and it was noted candidly that the first three listed 
Officers have a combined service of twenty years, longer that 
the Club's existence. The January 27th Meeting was also 'Frank- 
lin Half-Dollar Nite' with over $200.00 in Franklin Halves in 
the raffle, only choice Franklins as Door Prizes, two choice 
and complete Franklin collections on display, and speaker MIKE 
STANLEY, 'Joys of Franklins'. March 23rd Meeting had DAVID 
LANGE with his slide illustrated program, 'Phillipine Coinage 
Under the United States". 


Vallejo Numismatic Society Had Vallejo's newly elected Mayor TONY 


INTINTOLI install its 1988 Officers at the January 6th Meeting. 
The Mayor reviewed his hopes and goals for the next four years 
with the concerned members. The VNS's February 2nd Meeting was 
Bingo Night, giving away fourteen one ounce silver Eagles. At 
the March 2nd Meeting, DAVID LANGE gave his educating and en- 
joyable talk on B. Max Mehl. 


San Jose Coin Club Announces a new meeting location and date: 'The 


Second Wednesday of each month at the American Legion Hall, 
Post 318, 1504 Minnesota, San Jose'. The problem over rent and 


@ 
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use of room at its old site caused the Club to vote to relocate 
effective with the February Meeting. Recent SJCC Meeting pro- 
grams have been: January 13th, 'Buying Coins At A Coin Show', 
panel discussion with LARRY BENSON, RON MILLER, and ED SINS, 
February 10th Meeting, LARRY BENSON, 'Bust Half-Dollars', and 
March 9th Meeting, annual and fun 'Coin Bee', ED SINS. 


Oops! Forgot To List Peninsula. Sorry PCC. 


Peninsula Coin Club Recent Meeting themes have been: January 11th, 
Half Cents; February 8th, Washington and Lincoln on Coins, and 
March 14th, My Best Numismatic Find. The PCC meets on the Second 
Monday of each month in the Community Room of California Federal 
Savings, 2180 El Camino Real, Palo Alto. Mailing Address is: 

SPO BOX, 915, Palo. ALto.: CA, 94502 4 
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